THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENKY  VIII

womb a living child, and is right heavy therewith, which we
signify to your Majesty for the great joy thereof that we take,
and the exultation of our whole realm, and because it will be
thus received by your Majesty and her Serene Highness the
Queen of Castile, to whom be pleased to give our hearty greet-
ing. . . .

From our palace of Greenwich, i November, 1509, . . .

Your good son,

HEXRY R.

Ferdinand replied to them both just four weeks later, and
in his letter to his daughter gives her much wise advice. She
must be careful of her health, and must avoid all excriion, and
especially she must remember not to write with her own hand.
But in spite of the hopes of England and Spain the news that
Katharine herself broke to her father on May 27, 1510, was that
some days earlier she had been delivered of a Mill-horn daughter.

In the meantime the comments of the Spanish ambassador
in England are worth noting. The first year of the new reign
has come and gone. The King still devotes all his time to jousts,
tournaments and martial exercises. The festivities of the court
are unceasing, everything in England is terribly expensive, his
own outlay is, perforce, enormous . . . and, in fine, His Excel-
lency cannot hope to keep pace with all this extravagance unless
Ferdinand will increase his allowance so that it at least equals
that received by the ambassadors of other countries!